REFORMERS   AND   REVOLUTIONARIES

interdicting those holding this degree. Again judgment was given
in their favour, although only after a law suit lasting fourteen
years, during which the University was obliged to meet heavy
expenses on behalf of its graduates. All those polemics were soon
forgotten, as the Medical Act of 1858 changed the entire outlook
by transferring to the General Medical Council the responsibility
of deciding who should be permitted to practise.

One of the original functions of this Faculty of Glasgow
established by Peter Lowe was the provision of free treatment
for the poor, or, as the Charter states, " to give counsell to puir
disaisit folk gratis." This practice continued for two centuries.
Then, as hospitals became available, free vaccination took the
place of free treatment, and this was provided throughout the
nineteenth century. Even to this day the spirit of the foundation
is kept alive in word, if not actually in deed, as the minutes of
each meeting conclude with the phrase, " The poor were treated
gratis, and the Faculty adjourned."
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* A. Duncan, Memorials of the Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow (1599-1850),
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